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Personal Independence Payment
Personal Independence Payment statistics
Statistics on Personal Independence Payment new claims and Disability Living Allowance claim reassessments
Detailed information can be viewed by accessing the link below.

Personal Independence Payment statistics
Personal Independence Payment Toolkit
Guides within the toolkit have been updated to reflect the age changes.  As the State Pension rises, changes to other benefits will fall in line.
To access the guides please click on the link below:

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-personal-independence-payment-pip-toolkit
IAS Customer Service

PIP-customerservice@atos.net – Please use this address to contact atos direct with any issues or concerns regarding their service.

The PIP enquiry line (0345 850 3322) should be used for any query regarding individual claims

Universal Credit
Universal Credit transition to full service
The full Universal Credit service will be delivered nationally for all types of claimants from May 2016, now completing in December 2018. 
The Universal Credit Full Service roll out has been extended, the updated list of jobcentres that are due to move to the full Universal Credit service by date, and local authority area can be accessed below.

Updated Roll Out Schedule: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/universal-credit-transition-to-full-service
Amber Rudd sets out fresh approach to Universal Credit
Work and Pensions Secretary Amber Rudd sets out an ambitious new future for Universal Credit.
A press release covering what was set out in the speech has been published on GOV.UK.  Full details can be found by accessing the link below:

Amber Rudd sets out fresh approach to Universal Credit
Universal Credit: support for a maximum of 2 children: information for claimants
Information for existing and new Universal Credit claimants with more than 2 children is now available on gov.uk.  
This has been updated to reflect that new claims to Universal Credit can now be made by households with more than 2 children from 01 February 2019.
For further information please click on the link below:

Universal Credit: support for a maximum of 2 children: information for claimants
Universal Credit and tax credits
An overview of how people who are claiming tax credits might be affected by Universal Credit is available, including changes from 01 February 2019.

Further information can be found by accessing the link below:

Universal Credit and tax credits
Universal Credit and You

This document gives an introduction to Universal Credit for people who are claiming it, this can be accessed by clicking on the link below:

Universal Credit and you
Homeless Guides
Detailed information for homeless people and the organisations supporting them when making and managing a Universal Credit claim.

This also includes:

· how to report changes of circumstances

· support available

· the types of identification that can be used to make a Universal Credit claim
You can access the guides by clicking on the link below:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/universal-credit-and-homeless-people
Universal Credit statistics
Statistics on Universal Credit claims from 29 April 2013 to 13 December 2018 are now available.

Detailed information can be viewed by accessing the link below:
Universal Credit: 29 April 2013 to 13 December 2018
Landlord Engagement Newsletter

These Universal Credit newsletters are published quarterly and provide information to social and private landlords about Universal Credit

State Pension
Get to Know Your Pension campaign

The next stage of the Get to Know Your Pension campaign started on 10 September 2018. The campaign is celebrating 10 million forecasts being viewed through Check your State Pension.

To help you support the campaign, we’ve created a range of resources, including social media posts and articles, which you can use across your communication channels.
Pension Credit
Pension Credit changes to couples from 15 May 2019
The toolkit has been updated to reflect the changes which apply to Pension Credit for couples from 15 May 2019. Also updated the section about the qualifying ages for State Pension and Pension Credit to reflect that the equalisation of these ages is now in place.
For further information please link on the link below:

Pension Credit toolkit
Pension Credit premium for children
From 1 February 2019 pensioners will no longer be able to claim Child Tax Credits and Working Tax Credit.

From that date Pension Credit customers responsible for a child or qualifying young person could be entitled to a Child Addition as part of their Guarantee Credit award. Tax credits will continue to be paid by HMRC if already awarded.

The link to a factsheet provides information on Pension Credit and the changes.

Pension Credit factsheet
Access to Work
Easy read: get help at work if you’re disabled or have a health condition (Access to Work)  This easy read guide helps people with learning disabilities to understand:

· what Access to Work is

· who can get Access to Work

· how to apply for Access to Work

Other DWP News
Benefit and Pension Rates 2019 to 2020
A list of the benefit rates and pension rates for 2019 to 2020.  You can view the rates by clicking on the link below:
Benefit and pension rates 2019 to 2020
Seeking chairs and members for the new disability Regional Stakeholder Network
The Office for Disability Issues is seeking people to join the new Regional Stakeholder Network in 9 regional groups across England. The Regional Stakeholder Network will bring the views of disabled people, local disability organisations, disabled people led organisations, and organisations that represent disabled people closer to government. It will create face-to-face forums and provide a channel for people to share their views about policies and services that affect them.
Applications should be completed by 29 March 2019.

National Insurance credits for adults who care for a child under 12: fact sheet
Guidance on whether you can get Specified Adult Childcare National Insurance credits if you are an adult caring for a child under 12. Updated fact sheet to provide more information on how Specified Adult Childcare credits work can be seen by accessing the link below:

National Insurance credits for adults who care for a child under 12: fact sheet
Tackling Homelessness – England
Thousands of extra homes will be made available for vulnerable Londoners at risk of becoming homeless. Through an innovative new scheme – the first of its kind – London boroughs join forces to provide safe accommodation for families on the edge of homelessness, backed by almost £38 million of funding.

Support for Disadvantaged Children
Thousands more disadvantaged children will benefit from free meals and activities during the school holidays, under a £9 million Government programme. Organisations from across the country have been invited to bid for a share of the multi-million-pound Government investment to deliver holiday clubs for pupils eligible for free school meals during the 2019 summer break.

Useful Links

1.   Touchbase:  below is the general link which will update automatically, 
when the next edition is available. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/touchbase-dwp-news-about-work-working-age-benefits-and-services
2.  Atos healthcare:  link, which you may find of interest:


http://www.atoshealthcare.com/pip/pip_assessment_approach
3.  UC Toolkit:


https://www.gov.uk/universal-credit-toolkit-for-partner-organisations
We trust that existing partnerships arrangements are meeting your needs.  However, if you have any questions or would like to discuss local partnership issues further please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Kind regards,

Your Partnership Team:
Linda Devereux: Partner Support Manager for

Barking & Dagenham, City, Newham Tower Hamlets 
linda.devereux@dwp.gsi.gov.uk

07900 057115

Rehana Akram: Partner Support Manager for

Hackney, Havering, Redbridge, Waltham Forest

rehana.akram@dwp.gsi.gov.uk

07788 188730

